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in the following Letter, are reprefented with 


T HE Perplerities and Diverfions, recounted 
fume pleafantry ; I thall therefore make this 


. Epiftle the Entertainment of che Day. 


-To Nestor IRonsiDE, Ef; 


S7ZR, 

HE time of going into the Countty drawing 
‘T © near, I an andetial enlivened with the a- 
‘ ible Memorial of every Thing that contri- 
‘ aed to my Happinefs when [ was laft thera” In 
¢ the recounting of which, I fhall not dwell fomuch 
¢ upon the Verdure of the Fields, the Shade of 
¢ Woods, the Trilling of Rivulets, or Melody of 
¢ Birds, as upon fome particular SatisfaGions, which, 
¢ though not merely Rural, moft naturally create 
¢ a Defire of feeing that Place, where only | have 
¢ met with them. As to my Paflage I fall make 
¢ no other mention, than of the Pompous Pleafure 
¢ of being whirl’d along with fix Horfes, theeafie 
« Grandeur of Lolling in an handfom Chariot, the 
¢ Reciprocal Satisfaction the Inhabitants of all 
¢ Towns and Villages received from, and returned 
¢ to Paffengers of fuch Diftin@iion. The Gentle- 
« man’s Seat (with whom, among others, | hadthe 
« Honour to go down)is the ains of an ancient 


« Caftle, which has faffered very much forthe Loy-' 
s alty cf itsInhabitants. The Ruins-of the fereral . 
¢ Turrets and. Strong-Holds, gave my Imagination - 


« more pleafant Exercife than the moft magnificent 


¢ Stru€ture could do, as | look upon the honoura- - 


¢ ble Wounds of a defaced Soldier with more Ve- 
« neration than the moft exa& proportion of a beau- 
¢ tifal- Woman; As this Defolation .renewed in 


« me a general Remembrance of the Calamities of . 


¢ the late Civil Wars, I began to. grow defirous to 
‘ iene the Hiftory of the particular Scene of AGi- 
* on in this Place of my Abode. | here muft befeech 
¢ you not to think me tedious in mentioning a cer- 


. © tain Barber, who for his general Know! of. 


¢ Things and Perfons,. may be had in equal Eltima- 
¢ Sn ei may af that Order among the Romans. 
¢ This Perfon was allowed .to be the beft Hiftorian 
* upon the Spot; and the Sequel of my Tale will 
* difcover, that I did not chufe him fo much for 


> © the foft Touch of his Hand, as his Abilities to en- 


* tertain me with an Account of the Leaguer Time, 
* ashe calls it, the moft Authentick Relations of 
* which, thro’ all parts of the Town, are. derived 


(Price Two Pence.) 


Friday, May 8. .1713; 


’ 


* from thisPerfon, I found him, indeed, extremely 
* Loquatious, but withal a Man of as much Vera- 
* city as an Impetuous Speaker could be. The 
* firtt time he came to Sheve me, before he applied 
‘ his Weapon ta my Chin, he gave me a flourith 
* with it, very like the Salutation the Prize-fighters 
‘ give the Company with theirs, which made me 
* apprehend Incifion would as certainly enfue. The 
* Dexterity of this Overture confifts in playing. the 
* Razor,with animble,Wriff, mighty near the Nofe 
* without a convincing him therefore of 
* the dangerous Confequence of fuch an unnecef- 
* fary Agility; with much Perfuafion | fuppreffed it. 
* During the perufal of my Face, he gives me fach 
* Accounts of the Families in the Neighbourhood, 
© as Tradition and his own Obfervation have ftur- 
* nifhed him with. Whenever the precipitation of 


_* his Account makes him blunder, his crue! Right- 


* Hand correfponds, and the Razor difcovers on 
* my Face, at what part of it he was in the peacea- 
© ble, and at what part in the bloody Incidents of | 
‘ his Narrative. But I had long -before learned to 
* expofe my Perfon to any. Difficulties that might 
* tend to the Improvement of. my Mind. His 
‘ Breath, I faund, was very Peftilential, and being 
* obliged ta utter a great deal of it, for the carry- 
* ing on his Natrations, | befeeciitd him, before he 
* came into my Room, to go into the Kitchen and 
* mollifie it with a Breakfaft. ‘When he‘had taken 
off my Beard, with part of my Face, and.drefled 
my Wounds ia the Capacity of a Barber-Surgeon, 
we traverfed the Outworks about the Cattle, 
* where I received particular Information in what 
* Places any of Note among the.Befiegers, or the - 
* Befieged, received any Wound, and [ was carried 
* always to the very Spot where the Fa&@ was done, 
* howfoever dangerous (Scaling part of the Walls, 
* or ftumbling over loofe Stones) .my Approach to. 
* fuch Place might be, it being conceived impofii- 
* ble to arrive ata trueKnowledge ofthofe Matters, 
‘ without this hazardous Explanation upon them ; 
* infomuch that I-received more Conmtufions fram 
* thefe. Speculations, than I: probably could have 
* done, lad I been the moft bold Adventurer ar the 
* Demolition of this Caftle: This, as alt other his . 
* Informations, the Barber fo hened and huf- 
* banded ‘with Digreffions, that he had always fome 
‘ thing newto offer, wifely concluding, that whea, 
* be had finithed the Part of an Hiftorian, I thould 
* have no o¢cafion for kim as a Barber. ‘ 

- © Whea- 









* Whenever I look’d at this ancient Pile of Build- 
* ing, I thought it perfe@ly refembled any of thofe 
* Caftles, which, in my Infancy, Lhad met with in 
* Romances, where feveral unfortunate Knightsand 
* Ladies were, by certain Giants, made Prifoners ir- 
* recoverably, till che Kwight of the burning Pejile, 
© or any other of equal Hardinefs, fhould deliver’em 
* from a long Captivity. There is a Park adjoin- 
© ing, pleafant beyond the moft Poetical Defcripti- 
* on, one Part of which is particularly Private by 
* being Inacceffible to thofe that have not great Re- 
‘6 folution, This I have made Sacred to Love and 
* Poetry, and after having regularly invoked the 
* Goddefs | adore, I here compofe a tender Goup- 
* let or two, which, when I comehome, I venture 
* to thew my particular Friends, who love me fo 
* well as to conceal my Follies. After my Poctry 
¢ finks upon me, | relieve the Labour of my Brain 
© by a: little Manofcript with my Penknife; while 
* with Rocheffer, 


Here on a Beech, like amorous Sot, 
I fometimes carve a True- Loves Knot ; 
There a tall Oak ber Name does bear, 

4 dz a large {preading Charader. 


* | confefs once whilft I was engraving one of 
¢ my moft curious Conceits upona delicate fmooth 
* Bark, my Feet inthe Tree, which | had gained 
* with much Skill, deferted me andthe Lover, with 
* mach Amazement came plump into the River: 
* { did not recover the true Spirit of Amour under 
© a’ Week, and not without applying my felf to 
* fome of the foftelt Paflages in Cafandra and Cleo- 
© patra. ; 

‘ Thefe are the Pleafures I meet without Doors ; 

* thofe within were as follow. I had the Happi- 
* nefs to lie in a Room that had a large Hole open- 
* ing from it, which, by unqueftionable Tradition, 
© had been formerly continued to an Abby, two 
* Miles from the Caftle, for a Communication be- 
© ewixt the auftere Creatures of that Place, with o- 
‘* thers not altogether fo contemplative. And the 
* Keeper’s Brotheraffures me, that when he former- 
« ly lay in this Room, he had feen fome of the Spi- 
. cits, of this departed Brotherhood, enter from the 
* Hole into this Chamber, where they continued 
¢ with the utmoft Civility to Fleth' and, Blood, till 
‘ they were oppreffed by the Morning Air: And if 
¢ 1 don’t receive his Account with a very ferious 
« and believing @ountenance, he ventures to laugh 
-& at-me as a moft ridiculous Infidel, The moft un- 
.¢ accountable Pleafure [ take is with a fine white 
« young Owl, which ftrayed one Night in at my 
« Window, and which | was refolved to make a 
¢ Prifoner, but withal to give all the Indulgence 
« that its Confinement could poffibly admit of. | 
-¢ fo far infinuated my felf into his Favour, by. Pre- 
« fents of freth Provifions, that we could be 
_¢ very good Company together. There is .fome- 
¢ thing in the Eye of that Creature, of fach 
« merry Luftre, fomething of fach Human cunning 
« inthe turn of its Vifage, that I found vaft de- 
_ ¢ light in the farvey of it. One Objedtion indeed I 
_ ¢ at firft faw, that this Bird beingthe Bird of Pallas, 
, the choice of this Favourite might afford curious 
« Matter of Raillery to the Ingenious, efpecially 
¢ when it fhalt be known, that 1 am as much de- 
: ¢ lighted with a Cat as ever Montaigne was. But 
« notwithftanding this, I’m fo fat from being afham'd 


‘- & 


‘¢ Spleen or Study dire@ed him; nay, fometimes 





* of this particular Humour, that I efteem my fell 
* very happy in having my odd Tafte of Pleafure 
* provided for upon fuch reafonable Terms. What 
‘ hightned ail the Pleafaces I have fpoke. of, ‘was 
* the agreeable Freedom with which the Gentléman 
* of the Houfe entertainedvus ; and egety one of us‘ # 
came into, or left the Company, as he thought fit, 

¢ din’d in his Chamber or the Parlor, as a fit of 





« every Man rode or walk’d a different way, fothat 
« we never were together, but when we were per- 
+ fe&ly pleas’d with our felves and each other. 


Iam, SIR, 
Your moft Obedient, mA 
Hamble Servant, oe 
& R. B ) 


P. S. * Uhad juft given my Orders for the Prefs, 
‘ when my Friend Mrs. Bickuell made me a Vifit, 
© She came to defire I would thow her the Ward- 
* robe of the Lizard’s (where the various Habits of & - 
* the Anceftors of that [lluftrious Family are pre-e ox 
* ferved) in order to furnith her with’a proper 
* Drefs for the Wife of Bath. Upon fight of the 
© little Roffs, the fhatched one of them from the 
* Pin, clapt it round her Neck, and tarning briskly 
¢ towards me, repeated a Speech out of her Part ia 
‘ the Comedy of that Name. If the reft of the 
¢ A@ors enter into their feveral Parts with the fame 
¢ Spirit, the humorous Charaéters of this Play can- 
‘ not but appear excellent on the Theatre: For very 
*.good Judges have informed me, that the Autlior 
‘has drawn them with great Propriety, and an 
¢ exaét Obfervation of the Manners. 


™~ | 
Vr 


Nestor IRONSIDE. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


There is mow preparing for the Prefs, A Colledi- 
on of Original Poems and Tranflations by the moft 








eminent Hands, tobe Publifo’d by Mr. Stzele. Such | tel 
Gentlemen therefore who are willing to appear inj} wr 
this Mifcellany, ave defired to communicate the fame, XS 
dire&ted to Facob Tonfon Bookfeller in the Strand, A " 





Juoft Publithed, the Third Edition of 
CATO, a Tragedy. As it is adled at the Theatre-Royal. 
in Drury-Lane, By Her Ma efty’s Servants. Written by Mr. Ad- 
difon. N. B. There area fmall Number Printed on a Fine Paper. 
Allo, Fuft Publifh'd, the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Volumes faba 
Spectators in 8vo and 12mo0. Printed for Facob Tonfon at 
Shakefpear’s Head over-againfS Catherine-fireet in the Strand. 


Pbrpaeicheten ras ccr fete ingc raat i 
a By SuBscRIPTION. re 


At the laft Performance. 


At Mr. Hickford’s Great Dancing Room 
my, (ver ogair ft che Tennis Coart in J mes-ftrect near the Hay- 
marker, this Day, being the 8h of May, will be per- 
torm’d a Co -fort of MuGek, Vocal and Inftrumen’al, by tig- 
nor Niclino H ym, and others, Goatities of Eeversi Entertain- #6 | 
ments f Singing by the Baronefr, and Scholar of Sig- yes 
4 nor Haym, who never: ppeeted in Publick. With feveral o- 
che Bntecrainmencts by fome of the belt Pceformers who tre ot E28 | 
oy this prefene time here in England. The Tickews will be de- 
livered out at Mrs. Wh te’s Chocolate loufe in Sr, James’s- 223 | 
Ef street, ch's Diy. And ag the particular Defire of feveral Per- 
"4 fons of Quelity who to go to Hide Park, ic will begin 
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LON-DON: Printed for F Tonfon in the Strand, and Sold by 
A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane , where Advertifementsare taken in. 171 3. 
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